4.   MT MOTES
DEFINITION JUSTIFIED
A reader, while sending his criticism of the Satyagraha
Ashram regulations1, suggests the following definition of non-
violence:
Ahirnsa means a desire not to hurt anyone, from the tiniest insect
to God,
And he suggests the following for self-help;
One should not needlessly get service from another, One should not
needlessly serve another,
The definition that he has given for ahimsa is worth consi-
dering, And what he has suggested in respect of self-help, though
not pertinent, is proper in these days. Very few have the desire
to serve others without any mason and there are not many such
occasions too, But the aim here is to put a stop to the giving
of alms out of a religious sentiment and to such false service, and
that seems but proper,
PROFESSOR'S MARRIAGE TO A YOUNG GIRL
A reader writes;2
The writer has sent me the name and address of this profes-
sor* This is not an easy reform to bring about, The reformer has
to make a determined attempt to change the environment where-
ver possible without distinction of educated and uneducated. We
should not feel disheartened about the uneducated if the educated
class fails to respond. Wherever possible, it is necessary to arouse
public opinion against child-marriages. From such examples, we
see every day that modern education has very little to do with
spiritual progress. And if we go deeper, we even find that on
such matters public opinion is indifferent, and to some extent
it even approves of such worthless customs. If that were not so,
how would any organization tolerate a man who married a girl
fit to be his daughter? And that a professor? Why should stu-
dents study at all under that type of professor? There are instances
1 Vide Vol. XXXVI, pp. 398410.
2 The letter is not translated here,   It   cited the case of A professor-
widower of 45 who had married a girl of 14, despite his having five children
including a married daughter,